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INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) was established in 1965 by the World Health 
Assembly, as an independently financed organization within the framework of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). The headquarters of the Agency are in Lyon, France.

The Agency conducts a programme of research concentrating particularly on the epidemiology of cancer and 
the study of potential carcinogens in the human environment. Its epidemiological studies are supplemented by 
studies of the mechanisms of carcinogenesis carried out in the Agency’s laboratories in Lyon. The promotion 
of collaborative research among scientists worldwide is a strong feature of the Agency’s activities. The 
Agency also conducts a programme for the education and training of personnel for cancer research.

The publications of the Agency are intended to contribute to the dissemination of authoritative information 
on various aspects of cancer research. Information about IARC publications and how to order them is 
available online at https://publications.iarc.who.int/.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANCER REGISTRIES

The International Association of Cancer Registries (IACR) was created following the Ninth International 
Cancer Congress, held in Tokyo,  in 1966. The Association is a voluntary nongovernmental organization in 
official relations with WHO, representing the scientific and professional interests of cancer registries, with 
members interested in the development of cancer registration and its application to studies of well-defined 
populations.

There are currently more than 700 member registries in IACR, along with an elected executive board. Since 
1973, IARC has provided a secretariat for the Association, with the primary functions of organizing meetings 
and coordinating scientific studies. Information about the Association, including membership, activities, and 
publications, is available online at http://www.iacr.com.fr/.
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