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INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) was established in 1965 by the World Health Assembly, 
as an independently fi nanced organization within the framework of the World Health Organization (WHO). The 
headquarters of the Agency are in Lyon, France.

The Agency conducts a programme of research concentrating particularly on the epidemiology of cancer and 
the study of potential carcinogens in the human environment. Its epidemiological studies are supplemented by 
studies of the mechanisms of carcinogenesis carried out in the Agency’s laboratories in Lyon. The promotion of 
collaborative research among scientists worldwide is a strong feature of the Agency’s activities. The Agency also 
conducts a programme for the education and training of personnel for cancer research.

The publications of the Agency are intended to contribute to the dissemination of authoritative information on 
various aspects of cancer research. Information about IARC publications and how to order them is available 
online at http://publications.iarc.fr/.

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANCER REGISTRIES

The International Association of Cancer Registries (IACR) was created following the Ninth International Cancer 
Congress, held in Tokyo, Japan, in 1966. The Association is a voluntary nongovernmental organization in offi cial 
relations with WHO, representing the scientifi c and professional interests of cancer registries, with members 
interested in the development of cancer registration and its application to studies of well-defi ned populations.

There are currently more than 700 member registries in IACR, along with an elected executive board. Since 
1973, IARC has provided the secretariat for the Association with the primary functions of organizing meetings 
and coordinating scientifi c studies. Information about the Association, including membership, activities, and 
publications, is available online at http://www.iacr.com.fr/.
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Foreword

National cancer control planning must still depend too often on unreliable estimates of cancer burden: estimates 
based on incomplete data, old data, or in some cases no data at all. The International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) is committed to supporting and strengthening cancer registries, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries, to address this gap. In this context, the cancer registries included in Cancer Incidence in Five 
Continents (CI5) collectively illustrate, perhaps better than anywhere else, the full value of establishing and 
sustaining high-quality population-based cancer registration. Inclusion in the CI5 series has long been considered 
an international quality standard for cancer registries around the world. Lack of inclusion should not detract, 
however, from the remarkable efforts and progress being made by the cancer registries not (yet) included in the 
series. Rather, this volume should provide encouragement and inspiration, as a testament to what can be 
achieved and how.

It is good news that the value of cancer registration is increasingly being recognized by policy-makers, not least 
because of the emphasis on cancer along with other noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) at the highest political 
level. Furthermore, WHO Member States have agreed to measure “cancer incidence, by type of cancer, per 
100 000 population” as an indicator in the NCD Global Monitoring Framework. The ability to analyse cancer 
trends over time enables better planning for changing patterns of cancer at the national level. This is another 
advantage that the high-quality cancer registries in CI5 bring to cancer control planning. Additional modelling, 
for example of the proportion of cancers attributable to various causes or the potential benefits of interventions 
to reduce cancer burden, requires a foundation of reliable cancer registry data, and such requirements will only 
increase.

Cancer registrars are a remarkable breed. In my current post I have had the privilege of visiting several cancer 
registries around the world and without fail I am struck by the passion, tenacity, dedication, and determination 
of those who believe in the value of their work. In turn, I have been able to prioritize this area of work at the 
Agency, so that we may contribute our own part to the provision of reliable global cancer statistics.

Work on CI5 was one of the first activities undertaken by the Agency when it was founded nearly 50 years ago, 
and the series is a good example of the collaborative work that continues to characterize IARC’s approach 
today. Each volume is created in collaboration with individual cancer registries, and also with the valued and vital 
collaboration of the International Association of Cancer Registries (IACR). CI5 Volume X differs from its 
predecessors in several ways, and among these changes is the increase in the number of registries and 
populations included. Despite positive signs, however, this volume also illustrates once again just how far we 
still have left to go in increasing the coverage of populations, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. 
And this sets us our challenge: to see Volume XI burgeoning with new registries, joining those already well 
established. In achieving this goal, we will have provided a vital resource to global efforts to tackle the cancer 
problem and ultimately to see the number of registries go up while the rates they report go down.

Dr Christopher P. Wild
Director, IARC




