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suggests that EBV may be important in their pathogenesis. The putative transforming
role of EBV is further strengthened by data showing that the transforming genes of EBV,
encoding EBV nuclear antigen-2 and EBV latent membrane protein- 1, are expressed in
EBV -positive tumour cells.

Preliminary evidence suggests that HHV -8 has a role in inducing some AIDS-related
Iymphoproliferative disorders in HIV - 1 -infected persons such as body cavity-based
lymphoma and multicentric Castleman' s disease.

The immunosuppressive effect of HIV - 1 infection may promote the developmentof
HPV -related precancerous and anogenital lesions. HIV - 1 tat may also enhance their
development.

5.5 Evaluation 1

There is sufficient evidence .In humans for the carcinogenicity of infection with
HIV - 1.

There IS inadequate evidence in humans for the carcinogenicity of infection with
HIV-2.

Overall evaluation

Infection with HIV - 1 is carcinogenic to humans (Croup 1).

Infection with HIV -2 is possibly carcinogenic to humans (Croup 28).
ln making this eva1uation, the Working Group took into account data indicating that

HIV -2 infection can show the same c1inica1 manifestations, including severe immune
deficiency, as HIV - 1 infection.
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